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heathen in Germany acted as servants of the Papacy. They
performed a double service, to the Franks by assisting the
work of conquest, and to the Papacy by extending the area
of Papal authority. They thus forged a link between the
Franks and the Papacy, and this link was made firmer,
firstly when the greatest of them, Boniface, was given the
task of reorganising the Frankish Church, and secondly when
Pepin received papal sanction for deposing the last Mero-
vingian king and, together with his two sons, was anointed
king by Boniface. There followed the appeal of the Papacy
for help against the Lombards, and the consequent acquisition
by the Franks of the Italian kingdom. The imperial title
was a natural result, and the Papacy, now at feud with the
Eastern Emperor, readily transferred its allegiance to the
ruler of the West. To a strong Emperor, such as Charlemagne,
the Papacy was naturally subordinate; but it profited by
the weakness of his successors to become independent, and
even something more. For a short time it claimed authority
over the power to which it had formerly been subject, and
the relative positions of the temporal and spiritual authorities
were reversed. But it was helpless in the presence of temporal
violence, and the potentialities of the office made its control
an object of greedy ambition. Weakened by the Moslem
invasions, which also led to the building of the Leonine city
to guard St. Peter's and the virtual division of Rome into
two fortified towns, it became the prey of the local nobles
who contested among themselves the mastery of Rome.
While they kept the Papacy in their possession, the Pope
from being a universal authority sank to the position of a
merely local potentate.
Potential-	However, the brief period of the greatness of the Papacy
ities in the wag Q£ mucj1 more significance than the long period of its
degradation. It created a number of precedents in the ninth
century, which were to be recalled when it rose from its
obscurity in the eleventh. Its headship of the Church was
under Nicholas I a reality, and received from the Forged
Decretals a definitely legal basis. It was now accepted that
the imperial title could only be given by papal coronation,
and moreover the Papacy had taken a leading part in the
elections of Charles the Bald and Charles the Fat. It had
taken over, as a matter of course, the claims of its subjects,

